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SURVEY AMONG HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

ON THEIR ATTITUDES ON SEXUALITY, 

SEXUAL ORIENTATION AND PARTNER 

RELATIONSHIPS 
The survey was conducted within the project "NE UČIMO DISKRIMINACIJU" (LET'S NOT 

TEACH DISCRIMINATION), supported by the Embassy of the United States of America in 

Podgorica. The survey results do not constitute a formal  communication and do not 

necessarily reflect the official attitude of the donor. 

JUVENTAS 



PRELIMINARY RESULTS 
 

METHODOLOGY 

 The survey aimed at young people’s attitudes on sexuality, sexual orientation, partner relationships and representation of these 
topics at lessons, their views on respecting the human rights of sexual minorities and understanding those factors influencing the              
expressed attitudes, opinions and behaviors towards diversity, encompassed 1599 high school students from year 1 to year 4, 
from the whole territory of Montenegro.  

 Stratified two-stage sample of students of first, second, third and fourth year of high school in Montenegro was used in the poll. 
 The sample was selected in such a way to provide statistically reliable estimation at the level of Montenegro as a whole.  
 The selection of sample was done in two stages. During the first stage, 32 secondary school institutions were selected. The 

sampling framework, list of all high schools in Montenegro, was provided by the Government’s Ministry of Education of 
Montenegro. After having selected the schools, in second selection stage, particular classes were selected within each school 
where surveys would be carried out. Interviews were conducted with all students present in the class on the day of survey.  

 Since attendance of high schools in Montenegro is not compulsory, there are young persons mwho did not continue their 
education after finishing compulsory elementary school. Additionally, a certain number of students are still in elementary school 
due to the fact that they started school later or failed a year. For these reasons, the obtained results are not representatives for the 
totality of young population in Montenegro between the ages of 14 and 19, but for high school students, regardless of their age.  

 The information was collected by filling in a self-completed questionnaire distributed to students in the selected classes. 
Collection of data was performed by trained Juventas surveyors. Students responded anonymously to the questions similar to 
those on written exams. During surveying, conditions assuring the anonymity of examinees were provided. 

 The survey was conducted in the period 04 April – 10 May 2013. 

 

  



PRESENCE OF TOPICS AT LESSONS 

 As for discussion on sexuality, sexual and reproductive health, 49.5% of students stated that they could freely discuss the aforementioned 

topics at school; it is interesting that a third of them have never thought about to what extent they could freely talk about these topics in 

school environment. 38% stated that they had talked about topics related to sexuality, sexual and reproductive health within specific 

school activities. 31.7% stated that they had discussed sexual orientation at some of school lessons.  

 

 The fact that 39.3% of high school students stated that they were not satisfied with the information they had obtained at school on 

sexuality, sexual and reproductive health and that 34.4% cannot estimate to what extent they are satisfied with the obtained information 

indicates that it is necessary to change the approach to these topics within the teaching process.  

 

 Despite a large number of those who are not satisfied with the information obtained at school, as for understanding and accepting the 

difference, breaking stereotypes and prejudice towards LGBT persons – only 16% of high school students are interested in participating at 

workshops/seminars, 61.4% are not interested and 21.1% could not make up their mind.  

 

SAFETY  

 The fact that 74.7% of high school students feel safe in school environment might be misleading, particularly if one bears in mind that 

one out of ten high school students stated that they did not feel safe in this environment. The data indicating the extent of perceived 

(in)security/(lack of) safety in school environment is as follows: 57.3% of high school students stated that it happens every day or from 

time to time for the students of their school to be exposed to derision/humiliation by other students, 53.3% stated that it happens every 

day or from time to time for the students of their school to be exposed to insults, given mocking names, 27.6 % are exposed to threats and 

16.7% stated that it happens every day or from time to time for students of their school to be physically assaulted by other students.  

 

 Security/safety of an LGBT young person or a person perceived as LGBT in school environment is very low, based on the fact that 63% 

of high school students stated that they had heard that a young person had been ridiculed for being gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender; 

53.3% heard that such a person had been exposed to insults, 22.7% - physical assault and 29.8% (one third) had heard that such a person 

had been exposed to threats.  

 

ACCEPTANCE/SUPPORT 

 When it comes to high school population, a low level of acceptance of LGBT persons and regardless of the type of relationship and/or 

position society is quite concerning: 44.2% of high school students stated that they would not accept their friend if he/she was 

lesbian/gay/bisexual or transgender, 54.1% would not a accept a close family member, 49.9% would not accept a relative, 39.1% a 

teacher, 46.1% a friend, 40.3% a neighbor, 53.3% a person on a leading position in the country, 40.9% a compatriot.  



 

 It is necessary to emphasize that one in four high school students (24.3%) stated that they would break every contact with a close person 

if they revealed they were gay/lesbian/bisexual or transgender, and one in four (25.3%) would try to persuade the person in question that 

this is wrong; only 13.9% of high school students would accept the sexual orientation/gender identity of a close person.  

 

ATTITUDES 

 Attitudes indicating the extent of understanding homosexual orientation are divided and they point out the existence of homophobia in 

high school environment. While 52.7% of high school students consider homosexuality to be physical, emotional, sexual and spiritual 

attraction to persons of the same sex, 50.8%, on the other hand, consider homosexuality to be a disease. Every fourth high school student 

(25.4%) states that if children are exposed to contact with gays/lesbians, they will most probably become gays/lesbians themselves, while 

28.5% do not agree with this statement. 24.9% (one in four) find homosexuality natural, being one of the forms of expression of 

sexuality; however, 47.4% do not agree with this statement. 

 
 As for the relation between society and the state with LGBT issues and respect of their rights, not more than 14.8% stated that they would like to live 

in a society where homosexuality would be considered normal. 23.1% agree that it is necessary to organize more programs aimed at improvement of 

LGBR persons’ position, 23.6% think that LGBT persons should be helped to exercise their rights, while 41.8% agree with the statement that state 

institutions should work on suppressing homosexuality.  

It is necessary to stress that one out of five high school students could not estimate their own position/attitude in relation to the aforementioned topics 

when it comes to respecting LGBT persons’ rights.    

 

 

 

 

  



Can you freely talk about sexuality, sexual and reproductive health at school? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

49,5 

19,5 

30,0 

0,9 

Yes No I haven't thought about it No response

Yes No I haven't thought about it No response



 

Have you ever talked, during some teaching activities, about sexuality, sexual and reproductive health? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

38,0 

42,5 

20,3 

0,3 

Yes No I don't remember No response

Yes No I don't remember No response



 

Have you ever talked, at some classes, about different sexual orientations (heterosexual, homosexual, 

bisexual)? 

 

 

 

 

 

31,7 

44,1 

21,0 

3,3 

Yes No I don't remember No response

Yes No I don't remember No response



 

To what extent are you satisfied with the information provided at school about sexuality, sexual and 

reproductive health, intimate relationships and behavior? 

 

 

 

 

9,8 

15,6 

34,4 

21,4 

0,9 

I'm completely
satisfied

I'm satisfied I can't estimate I'm completely
unsatisfied

I'm completely
unsatisfied

I'm completely satisfied I'm satisfied I can't estimate

I'm completely unsatisfied I'm completely unsatisfied



 

 

To what extent do you feel safe/secure at school and the school environment? 

 

 

 

 

32,9 

41,8 

10,9 

6,6 6,5 

1,3 

I feel completely
safe

I feel safe I can't estimate I don’t feel safe I don’t feel safe 
at all 

No response

I feel completely safe I feel safe I can't estimate

I don’t feel safe I don’t feel safe at all No response



How often does it happen at your school that students are ridiculed/ exposed to disdain from other 

students? 

 

 

 

 

27,9 
29,4 

24,7 

11,5 

5,1 

1,5 

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response



How often does it happen at your school that students are exposed to insults from other students? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26,7 26,5 
24,9 

14,4 

5,7 

1,8 

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response



How often does it happen at your school that students are physically attacked (beaten, spat…) by other 

students? 

 

 

 

 

 

7,0 

9,7 

24,3 

36,7 

20,4 

1,8 

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response



How often does it happen at your school that students are exposed to threats by other students? 

 

 

 

 

 

14,2 13,5 

24,4 

29,0 

16,8 

2,2 

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response

Every day Often Sometimes Rarely Never No response



Have you ever heard at your school that some person considered gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender was 

ridiculed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

63,0 

34,2 

2,8 

Yes No No response

Yes No No response



Have you ever heard at your school that some person considered being a gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgender was exposed to insults? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

53,5 

42,2 

4,2 

Yes No No response

Yes No No response



Have you ever heard at your school that some person considered gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender was 

exposed to physical attack?  

 

 

 

 

 

22,7 

72,6 

4,7 

Yes No No response

Yes No No response



Have you ever heard at your school that some person considered gay, lesbian, bisexual or transgender was 

exposed to threats? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29,8 

65,4 

4,9 

Yes No No response

Yes No No response



How would you react when a person close to you would reveal that he/she was gay, lesbian, bisexual or 

transgender? 

 

 

 

 

13,9 12,8 

25,3 24,3 
21,7 

2,1 

I would support
him/her

I would pretend
nothing was

happening and
avoid any

conversation on
that topic

I would try to
convince him/her

that it is wrong

I would break
every contact with

that person

I don’t know No response

I would support him/her

I would pretend nothing was happening and avoid any conversation on that topic

I would try to convince him/her that it is wrong

I would break every contact with that person

I don’t know 

No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was your friend from the classroom? 

 

 

 

 

 

9,6 

18,5 

25,4 

17,2 

27,0 

2,3 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was a member of your family?  

 

 

 

 

 

8,5 

15,5 

19,8 

16,7 

37,4 

2,1 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was your relative?  

 

 

 

 

 

7,0 

15,4 

23,5 

17,4 

32,5 

4,1 

1 I would
completely

accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t 
accept  

5 I wouldn’t 
accept at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was your teacher or professor? 

 

 

 

 

14,9 

19,7 

22,5 

12,0 

27,1 

3,8 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was your friend?  

 

 

 

10,9 

18,2 

22,4 

17,8 

29,3 

2,5 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she was your neighbor? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11,8 

19,4 

24,8 

14,3 

26,0 

3,7 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept a person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she had a leader position in your country? 

 

 

 

 

 

8,9 

12,7 

21,8 

14,9 

38,4 

3,2 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you would accept the person, if he/she was gay, lesbian, 

bisexual or transgender if he/she lived in your country (your compatriot)? 

 

 

 

 

 

13,9 

18,9 

23,4 

12,5 

28,4 

2,9 

1 I would
completely accept

2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate 4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept 
at all 

No response

1 I would completely accept 2 I would accept 3 I can't estimate

4 I wouldn’t accept  5 I wouldn’t accept at all No response



On the scale from 1 to 5 assess to what extent you agree with this statement concerning the understanding 

of homosexuality: Homosexuality is a physical, emotional and spiritual attraction to persons of the same sex 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20,8 

30,9 

15,2 

9,6 

19,5 

3,9 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't
estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree 
at all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5 assess to what extent you agree with this statement, concerning the understanding 

of homosexuality: If children are exposed to contact with gay persons they will most probably become gay  

 

 

 

 

 

10,4 

15,0 

22,7 

27,4 

21,1 

3,5 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't
estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree 
at all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you agree with this statement, concerning the 

understanding of homosexuality: Homosexuality is natural and represents one of the manifestations of 

sexuality 

 

 

 

 

7,9 

17,0 

23,6 

16,8 

30,6 

4,0 

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you agree with this statement, concerning the 

understanding of homosexuality: Homosexuality is disease  

 

 

 

 

 

35,7 

15,1 

19,3 

10,2 

16,1 

3,7 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at 
all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you agree with this statement concerning your attitude 

towards respecting the rights of LGBT people: I would like to live in a society where homosexuality is 

normal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6,2 
8,6 

16,8 

22,2 

42,9 

3,3 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at 
all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you agree with this statement concerning your attitude 

towards respecting the rights of LGBT people: In our community it is needed to run more programs/ 

activities to improve the situation of LGBT people 

 

 

 

 

 

8,0 

15,1 

20,4 
18,6 

33,8 

4,1 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at 
all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5, assess to what extent you agree with this statement concerning your attitude 

towards respecting the rights of LGBT people: State institutions need to work on suppressing 

homosexuality 

 

 

 

 

24,4 

17,4 

22,2 

14,4 

17,6 

4,0 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at 
all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



On the scale from 1 to 5 assess to what extent you agree with this statement concerning your attitude 

towards respecting the rights of LGBT people: LGBT people are a threatened group in Montenegro and they 

need help to exercise their rights 

 

 

 

 

 

7,9 

15,7 

20,7 

16,8 

35,0 

3,8 

1 I completely
agree

2 I agree 3 I can't estimate 4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at 
all  

No response

1 I completely agree 2 I agree 3 I can't estimate

4 I don’t agree 5 I don’t agree at all  No response



Would you like to participate in workshops/ seminars aimed at understanding and accepting diversity, 

breaking stereotypes and prejudice against LGBT people? 

 

 

 

16,0 

61,4 

21,1 

1,5 

Yes No I can't decide No response

Yes No I can't decide No response


